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DB I' " t7 are Indebted to Kir FnEPEMCK Pom,ock,
QH I Professor ot Jurisprudence In Oxford, (or n
IB S Ufa ot Spinota (Macnilllans). Tho purposo of
IS I this book Is to net before English rcnilors not
M 1' only a biography but an account of Spinoza's
JH jj philosophy. It alms at being understood by
Hj n those who havo not inndo it special study of
Bj II the subject. Such a book was needed bccausoH 1 there wan no adequtte English translation of
Hj Spinoza when the first edition of this work
flH 1 was published The chief authority upon
EB I fvhloli the author has relied for Hpinoza'i life
MJ jv It a llttlo nnrratlvo published at Amsterdam InS M 1705 bv Johannes Colerus. it German minister
JP n of the Lutheran congregation nt Tho Hague

f! 'Jt Whatlonda trustworthiness to this work Is Its
am M freedom from the suspicion ot bolngn designed
H M panegyric Colerus detested Hplnoza's phi- -

hB losophy, hut ho was too honest to slander
MB tno philosopher's character as a mini,

HH or even to conceal his admiration for him.
BH' Another contemporary biography of SpinozafH la attributed In the preface to one Lucas, thorn
BjH Mid to bo a physician nt Tho Hague, but no--jH , body seems really tn know anything about
Hfll "Lucas," or whether any such person nvcrcx- -

SJH' Istod. Lucas writes like an ardent mid rather
V&M confused eulogist, but thero Is reason to bo- -

Htfj lleve that ho knew more about tho earlier
&W.I period of Spinoza's life than Colerus, and

yf) thorefore must bn accepted ns n coordinate,
Erffl and soractlmos superior, authority, for that

JRjHj period, at any rate, notwithstanding his strong
EQui bias and extravagant manner of
Ifjufl speech. As to the anecdotal reports about
Mill Bplnoza preserved In tho letters and diaries of

j V various persons. Sir Frederick Pollock has used
W fi them with caution, but does not neglect them
MM altogether.

y jfl Baruch definlnozn was horn at AmsterdamQ jj on Nov. L'4, ltkTJ. His parents were mem hois of
HJ Iff thocommunltyof Jowlshemlgrantsrrom Portti- -

Hjl gal and Hpaln which then had been established
All In the Netherlands for something moro than a

generation Baruchj father was named.Mlchael.
iflj and came from Figuera,noar Colmbrajn Por- -

jBf tugal. lleforo entering on Spinoza's llto.thoau- -

JH m thor directs attention to the Isolated society inI which he was brought up, the vicissitudes of ItsBl foundation and growth.and thetoneot thought
9HI and Instruction which prevailed In it There- -

HBHH suits of tho persneutions, banishments and
BHHH forclblo conversions which had earned for the

BhW sovereign of Spain the title of Catholic Jind
HBHH been to tenvn In the Iberian Peninsula a largo
HHH9 class of "newChrlstlnns."nnmlnnllyconverted

HH Jews, who. In many cases, however, kept
HBH up In secret, from genet itlon to generation,

BI9J some remnant ot Jowlsh usages. Their
BjH tendencies to covert persistence In tho
JHBJ faith and customs of their fathers were

HjRfl watched by the Inquisition with an evil and
JHHJ sleepless eye. Toward tho rlose of the rIx- -
HHH teenth century it seemed as If the precarious

HBHJj itate ot tho Maranos, as tho unacknowledged
uHHH Jews wore called, was about to becomo hope- -

IQH less. No sooner, howeer, was the Independ- -

HBSHJ mco of tho Netherlands practically secured
BjHI than the new Christians of Spain and Portu- -

H gal began to look thlt liar for a refuge. The
H first synagogue of Amsterdam was open in

Bn 1508. Ten scars later tho numberof the col- -

H ony hadfiomuch'lncroasod that a new syna- -
Ht goguo was needod. In 1075, when tho Jewish

BB community of Amsterdam had reached tho
jBj height of Its prosperity, the present Portu- -'

pH guess synagogue was completod. amid tho
BfjSj felicitations not only ot Jowlsh butofChris- -
JliM tlan thoologlans and poets. Meanwhile, how- -
jjljjfcj eer. some years seem to havo passed before
IfjjE tho Jows acquired a distinct legal status.
Mai Even In Amsterdam mixed marrlnges were

In forbidden, and the Jews wero once, if not of ton,
ttS threatened with the closing ot their synagoguo :

MU there Is ground for thinking that. In other
VJ Parts ofthe Netherlands, thoy were not always

BB w'i bf ever their personal liberty. It was not
HB until 1010 that an ordinanco wns mado by tho
EH Btatesof Holland, whereby provision was mado

ill for the regular admission and government of
nifl tho Jews. Thencoforward the Hebrew colony
mHJ waxed and throe apace; wo liao still a living
BS record of their prosperity In Itenibrandt'ri
81 Brave and majestic portraits of Jewish mor- -

IJB chants and rabbis. As to the stato of educa- -

RjpJ tton among the Jews of Amsterdam, it is evl- -
BjH dent that they were well nroldcd wltli thollnj appliances of Htorature and learning then cur- -
VlB rent. The customary course of instruction.
RjBJI however, was almost, it not altogether, con- -
UTB fined to the Hebrew language and literature.
HMJ Imparted through tho medium ot Spanish. AtBl the age of 15 Spinoza had gone so far in tho
BIB study of the Talmud as to be accountedHI one of his teacher's most promising pupils.
BJH In the advanced classes ot the Amstcr- -
KMH dam school ho had the opportunity ot
IljB s mastering the writings ot the golden nge of

HB modern Jewish learning, the commentaries ot
IUH Malmonldos and Ibn Kzra, Secular learning
UiiH and accomplishments had to be sought in other
HjflH quarters. The elements of Latin wero im- -
HJilJ parted to Bplnoza by n nerman master whose
HAH name Is not known; he continued the study
HffH with Francis tan den I'.ndo, a physician as well
HlW as man of letters, whose reputation as a teacher
HVH was qualified by tho suspicion that he taught
HHflj his pupils free thinking. It is certain that Spl- -
BJBJI noza mastered Latin, considered as a medium
HJBj of communication nnd Instrument ot thought.

HHt ?"8 f'uot-ntloIl- '""' allusious also demonstrateII that he was fairly well at home In tho Latin
BJW classics. His knowledge of Greek was moro
BJB limited, and, by his own account, not critical ; ofHI modern languages he knew Frenchand Italian,
HfS besides Portuguese and Spanish, and, perhaps,
BH ' German. It booms that he always regarded
BB Dutch as a foreign tongue, and, although, ot

BJ courbc, ho spoko it fluently, he wroto it only
HH I With difficulty. The fact helps us toeompre- -
HB hend the isolation In which the Hebrew com- -
HH munlty must have dnelt, even among well
HHj wishers. It was possibly through his Inter--
HHj course with Van den Knde that Spinoza be- -

BB rame acquainted with the wrltingsof GiordanoBB Uruno and Descartes. As for Descartes, no
BBj young man of that time with a philosophical
BK turn of mind could help roadlng him.
BLff Our author deems it also possible that at
BV some time. In the course of his early studies.
HJR Bplnoza came by more systematic knowledge
Biw ' "ie terms and method ot the schoolmen
Bin than he has genorally been crodlted with; It is
Hul certain, however, that he struck out his own
B9 method from a Cartesian and not scholastic
HH starting point, and eonortcd tho teuns to his
HB own uses.

IS mucn ls known ot Spinoza for the first
twenty-thre- e eai-bO- his life. Not long after
he had attained his majority the elders ot his

!1WH people.who.lt must be remombered.constltuted
a kind of state within a stato, bogan to remark

ifKii in him an unwonted freedom ot discourse and,
KS possibly, some laxlly in ceremonial obser- -

Kcl ances We hao no trustworthy account of
jjt the Incidents that led to Spinoza's rupture with
ijR; the synagogue, but it is a fact that. In tho early

iuM part of 18TH1. it was considered by tho Jewish
Kyfs elders that action ot ndoclded kind must lm
IJjrf taken against him During the short poriod
I'M whloh followed. Spinoza's life was aimed at by
ItKjt an unknown enemy, presumably some fanatic
RUj-j- outrunning the zeal ot his masters. This man
Miff set upon Spinoza with a dagger one ooning as
fuct ho was leaingthe Portuguese hjnagoguo. oi.
Rk5J( according to another account, the theatte Tho
Mfg blow only pierced his coat, but, warned by
Mmll tho attack that Amsterdam was no longor
Ijla n safe place for him, ho botook him- -
IW3 self to the hospitality of a friend who
Mjjf awelt a llttlo way out of the city. Here, under
9s the root of heretics, who were themsehes

(WJ anathomatied by the Snodor Dort, he learned
the final iloeiilon of the Jewish congregation

vit'f) onthechnrBeiifliHHist.ngnlnst himself. The
'wii sentence of xeoinmtinkatlou was pronounced
'M'V on July 'J7. Iii."ii mii.n Portuguese language,
j and laid iipd nun all the cursos which are
tKJ written in i lie I in '( ho heby day. and
St cursed bo he l mglii i ui-i- 'il bo he Insleeplng
M and cursed in nt u irt. .1 In going out and

yyj eursed in eonnng in 1'ho I urd shall not pardon
glj him. tlie wrath mid rui n( the Lord shall hence- -

ffi forth bo stnglod uprai this man nnd theie shall
J fall upon him all tlmcutses which are written InB the law. The Lord shall destroy hlsnameunderBl the sun nnd out himoiT for his undoing fromBl all the tribes ot Israel, with all the cuises of the
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firmament which are written In tho book of the
Lord." Thus was Ilnruch do Spinoza mado an
outcast from Isruel and cut off from his own
people and from his father's house Tho ex-

communicated Jew became, as It wore, n
masterlcss man; ho had no title by which ho
could call upon nnyJow to stand by him or
answer for him. If It Is n good preparation for
philosophy to bo iilono In tho world, tho
needful discipline enmo upon Spinoza with
terrible completeness. It is hardly possi-
ble for men nt this time, cither In Spi- - j

nozn's iountry or our ov.ii, to reallo
tho full effoet of such n blow. Splnnaa.
howover, never fnltorod under It. "This .

compels me." ho said, on receiving the news, ;

"to nothing rthluli I should not otherwlso havo '

done" It would seem, therefore, that he held
himself to hao renounced tho synagogue of
his own motion rutherthan tohaobeendrlen
from It. From this tlmo torth, in any ense.
wo havo to think of Spinoza as driven
from Amstordam and from tho associations ot
his outh. He himself marked the soerance
by disusing his Hebrew name Darnell and sub-
stituting for It the Latin equivalent llencd lot.
Only onco moro In his lifetime do wo hoar any-
thing of dealings with his family. Ho became
entitled upon tho death of his father to share
tho tnheritanco with his two sisters. Tho sis-
ters disputed his title, presumably under tho
belief that an excommunicated hcretlo could
havo no part In tho estate of u faithful Israelite.
Splnoa has left on record his opinion that. In
a State where just lawsaroonforced.lt Is not
only tho rlghtof oory citizen, but his duty to
the common weal, to resist Injustice to himself,
lost, perudvonture, evil moti should find profit
In their ovil doings. In his own caso ho noted
on this principle Tho Dutch administrators
of the cUll law proed to be just men. and
Spinoza's claim to share with his sisters was
made good. Having onco established his
rights, however, ho did not choose to take any
material advantage by thorn. When the parti-
tion came to be effected ho gavo up to hl sis-
ters everything except ono bed.

II.
Spinoza was now dependent on his own work

for a livelihood. In compliance with the rab-
binical precept which commands overy man to
lenrn somo handicraft, ho had acquired tho
art of making nnd polishing lenses for optical
instruments. Perhaps a desire to Imitato
Descartes, who. likewise, had mado himself
a practical optician, may have entered Into
Spinoza's motive. The art enabled him to
earn nn Incomo sufficient for his limited wants,
nndaroputation for skill and knowledge of
optics preceded his fame as a ntillosopher.
Tho lenses made by him were sought after,
and thoso left undisposed of nt his death
fetched a high price. It was ostensibly.
Indeed, as nu optician that he mado the ac-

quaintance ot nuygens and Leibnitz. It was
believed by his friends that, but for his oarly
death, he would have mado some considerable
contribution to optical science; ns It was, the
only work of the kind whloh ho completed was
a small treatise on the rainbow published nt
The Hague In 1087. and reprinted In our own
time. It seems that Spinoza stayed with his
friend, the Trotestant dissenter who belonged
to tho community of Ilemonstrants, until about
the end of luSO, when the two removed to a
village near I.eyden. thou tho headquarters of
tho sect. The Uemonstrants wore by this time
practically tolerated, but had no regular olorgy
or public ministration. Thero could, there-
fore, bo no outward evidence Hint a person
living among them was not ono of themselves.
Hence tho report that Spinoza had become a
Christian naturally arose. In 1004 he moved
to n suburb of The Hague, and six years later
to Tho Haguo Itself, where ho spent tho rest
of his life.

As early as 1003 we find Spinoza already
sketching out the leading ideas of his meta-
physical system, and Intrusting his pnpers to a
number of his younger frlonds at Amsterdam.
These had formed a sort of philosophical club,
at whose meetings Spinoza's manuscripts were
read aloud and discussed. If any point re-

mained obscure, u note would bo made of tho
difficulty, and ono of tho company would writo
for an explanation. Such a letter is extant,
written by Simon de Vrlcs. a medical student
of much promise, who conceived for Spinoza
an Intellectual attachment which grew Into a
warm friendship. Ho would willingly havo
shown his gratitude to his master by sub-
stantial benefactions; wo are told of a
gift of 'J.000 florins offerod by him
to Spinoza and declined. Tho disciple died
In his mastor's lifetime, yot not so unexpect-
edly but that ho had time to form the design
of making Spinoza his heir and to be per-
suaded from It by his friend's entreaties. Do
Yricshad a brother living. and Snlnoza pressed
upon him the duty of thinking first of his own
kindred Against his own lntrests. tho master
prevailed vv Ith the disciple, and the bulk of the
estate was left by Do Vrles to his b'other,
charged, howover. with a sufficient annuity for
Spinoza's maintenance. Even this was aeeontnH
only In part. Tho heir offered to fix the amount
nt 500 florins a year, but Spinoza maintained
that It was too much and rofuscd to tnke more
than 300

In 1003 Spinoza published the only work to
which he over set his name. He hnd prepared.
It seems, a summary of tho second part of
Descartes's Principles of Philosophy for tho
use of a pupil whom he did not choose to make
fully acquainted with his own opinions. Cer-
tain of Spinoza's friends desired him to treat
tho first part of Descartes's work Inthosamo
manner. This was dono within a fortnight,
nnd Spinoza was then urged to publish the
book, whloh he agreed to do upon the condi-
tion that ono of his friends would revise the
language and explain In a preface that tho
author did not agreo with all tho Cartesian
doctrines set forth. The task was undertaken
by Dr. Moyer, nnd the original Latin version
of the book appeared at Amsterdam In the
year just named; in tho following year a
Dutch translation was Issued by tho
snmo publisher. The book contained an
exposition of two purts of Descartes's Princi-
ples, u fragment of a third part and an nppen-dl- x

of Metaphysical Ileflectlone, professedly
written from a Cartesian point of vlow, but
giving many significant hints of the author's
roal divergence from Descartes. Spinoza him-
self attached novaluo to the publication, ex-
cept as a means of preparing the wuy for moro
Important things. "On this opportunity." ho
w rites to a friend. " we may find somo persons
ho'ding tho highest places In my country."
meaning tho De Witts, who certainly wero
among his visitors when he was living near
Leyden and afterward near The Hague, "who
will be anxious to see thoso other writings
whloh I acknowledge for my own. and will,
therefore, tako such order that lean give them
to tho world without danger of any incon-
venience" Spinoza's hope was but partly

Tho book on Descartes excited consld-orabl- n

attention, but tho untoward course of
public events was unfavorable to a liberal pol-
icy, und deprived Spinoza of the supjiort for
which ho had looked. Sir Fiederlck Pollock
heie notes in passing two factB which aro often
overlooked, but which are established in this
exposition of Descartes. One Is that. It Spi-

noza had ever been a disciple of Descartes, he
had ceased to bo so at the tlmo when he was
giving lessons in philosophy to tho pupil In
question. Tho other Is, he did not suppose tho
geometrical form of statement and argumont
to bo an infnlllblo method of arrlvlngnt philo-
sophical truth; for In thiswork he mado use
of it to set forth opinions with which ho him-
self did not agree and proofs with which ho
was not batlslicd. The accuracy of bplnoza's
manual, considered as an exjosltlon of Des-
cartes, Is pronounced to bo unquestioned, Ono
of the criticisms made on Spinoza by modern
writers Is that ho did not understand the fun-
damental proposition cobKo erQa sum. As a
mattorof fact. In tho book published In HS03
he gives precisely the same explanation of the
proposition as U given bj Descartes himself In
the Meditation

lit.
The noxt notable ovent in Spinoza's life was

the publication. In 1070. of the 7'incfafux
77ifofo0im.juVu. the full title of which,
as Englished by n translator, ran aa fol-
lows.; "A treatise partly theological andpurttr

i political, containing some few discourses prov-
ing that tho liberty ot philosophizing (that Is,
making uso of natural reason) may be allowed
without any prejudlco to (ilety or to tho pence
of any commonwealthand that the toss of pub-- ,
lie peaco and religion Itself must necessarily
follow whoro such n, liberty of reasoning Is
lakouawav." Kv en In tho United Provinces It
was thought needful to Issuotho book with-
out the name of tho author, and under that ot
n fictitious printer nt Hamburg. Lvun under
the Protestant Government, vvhlchwasreputod,
nnd which. In truth.was themostliberalinsuch
matters, freedom of eunsclenco wn4 eonflnod
within pretty narrow bounds. The tone and
form of tho treatise aro conciliatory, but tho
scopo of the book Is political and practical. The
final thesis to which all Its apparatus ot criti-
cism leads up Is that " In it freo commonwealth
it should bo lawful for every man to think
what ho will and speak what ho thinks." a
proiiosltlon which, with due reservations In lf

of decency und civil order, reservations
not neglected by Spinoza, Is now commonly ac-

cepted In tho greater part of the civilized
world. To our modern oyes the conclusion lf

looks fnr less bold than tho arguments by
which Spinoza upheld It. In order to gain his
desired foundation for tho freedom of spocuh-tlv- o

opinion ho plunge Into nn Investigation
ofthe nature ot philosophy, tho principles of
Scriptural Interpretation, and tho trua prov-
inces of thoology and philosophy, antici-
pating with wonderful grasp and Insight
almost every principle and not a lew
of tho results of tho school of historical
criticism which hns arison within tho
last two or three generations, a school which,
through Lesslng and his circle. Is conncctod by
direct doscent with Spinoza. Tho jfVacfafuii
J7i(o(7ico-1o!fffe- also bears a testimony of
unsurpassed power to the truth that conduct
does not dopond on speculation, n truth which,
though oxompllfled abundantly by all genera-
tions of men, is still unfamiliar and unwel-
come. Norwasthls thoonlyprovocatlonwhleli
no gavo to me storm ot polemics that burst
upon him. Wo havo said that, while advocat-
ing freedom of thought and speech. Spinoza
does not omit tho necessary reservations in
fav or of tho civil power ; not only does he make
them, but ho makes them soample that he has
been charged by somo of his modern censors
with deifying bruto force. Ho appeals from tho
ehurches to the State as representing tho
w orldly common sense ot the lay mind. Ho looks
to an enlightened civil magistrate to deliver
men from the clamor ot anathemas, almost as
a Hindu heretic, vexed by the Brahmans. may
look to tho Impartial secular arm of the British
Government. As Matthew Arnold has pointed
out In an essay on tho subject, wnat Spinoza
did was to lssuo "a fervent appeal to the Stato
to save us from tho untoward generation of
metaphysical Article-makers- As It hap-
pened, the generation of Artlolo-makcr- s was.
In 1070. mighty In the Netherlands and still
pretty frosh from tho exercise of their func-
tions at the Synod of Dort. If thuro Is any-
thing that ecclesiastical dogmatists of all par-
ties aro united In hating with a rerfeot
hntrod.it Is the Erastlan view of the relation
of the State to religious differences. Accord-
ingly. In 1071. the Dutch Synods addressed
a complaint to the States-Gener- concerning
the printing and publishing of divers "Socln-la- n

and blasphemous books." among which
the famous book of Hobbes. called "Levl-athau- "

and Spinoza's " Trarfitfiia 77io!o7fco-ibltticus- "
were Included. Three ears later

effect was givon to this complaint by a formal
prohibition of the lattor work, which, either In
anticipation of such a measure, or in order to
obtain a sale in Catholic, lands, had boen al-
ready Issuod In a second edition with false
title pages, as If It were a work on medicine or
history. Home was not far behind tho m

churches In diligence. The Theologlco-Politlc-

traotate was 6oon put on tho
Index, and still holds Its place In tho mixed
company of that cataloguo. Tho celebrity,
however, which camo to Spinoza by reason of
this publication was not altogether of a disa-
greeable kind. When his treatise had been
some throe years before the world, ho was In-
vited by tho Elector Palatine to occupy tho
ohalr or philosophy at Heidelberg, but. as ho
believed It would bo difficult to make known
his opinions without disturbing the et tablishod
religion of the Palatinate, he declined the in-
vitation.

The call to Heidelberg was In 1073. Tho
regrettable events which had taken place In
the Netherlands during the previous year bo-lo-

to general history. Tho war of aggres-
sion undertaken by Louis XIV. had engen-
dered in the Dutchcommonwealthapas6lonato
panlo that let loose the worst excesses of
domcstlo faction, and the brothers Do Witt,
after spending their lives In the service of
their country, were massacred by a frantic
mob at Tho Hague. Spinoza had been tho
frleed of John Do Witt, had accepted a small
pension from him. and is said to have boen
consulted by him In affairs of Stato. By his
friend's murder he was moved as by no other
event in his life. So much wa his wonted

shaken that ht was hardly re-
strained from expressing his indignation
In public, nt the risk of his head.
Meanwhile Spinoza had been working nt
the Ethics, and. before the end of 1074.
manuscript copies of tho finished work wero
In the hands of some of his frlonds. About tho
end of July. 1075. he made an oxcurslon to
Amstordam to arrange for the publication of
the book. What befell him there Is recounted
In n letter to Oldenburg: "While I was busy
with this, the report was spread everywhere
that n certain book of mine was In tho press
wherein I ondeavorod to show that thero was
no God Whereupon certain theologians,
themselves, perhaps, the authors of tho re-
port, took occasion to complain of me to the
Prince and tho magistrates; moreover, tho
stupid Cartesians, being Rupposod to side with
me and desiring to free thomsolves of that sus-
picion, wore diligent in the execration of mv
doctrines nnd writings. Having knowledgo
of these matters from trustworthy persons,
who. likewise, told mo that the theologians
were laying plots against me on all sides. I
determined to put off tho publication until I
could see the Issue of the affair." The result
was that nothing moro was done nbout tho
publishing of tho Ethics In Spinoza's lifetime.
Ho did not chooso to be vexed with the petty
warfare of clerical controversy, and ho must
havo folt the assurnnco that his work would
live, though ho could scarcely have foreseen
the splendor with which it would shine forth
after a poriod of eclipse, giving up Its hid-
den trensuresof light and vital Are to Inform
the philosophy and poetry of a mighty nation.

IV.
In the autumn ot 1070 an Incident occurred

whloh was afterward so successfully minimized
by tho person chiefly concerned that It has
been restored to Its due Importance only by
tho work of a modern scholar. Wo refer to tho
fact that Leibnitz spent somo tlmo at Amster-
dam, and visited Hplnoz i. His own phllosnph-lea- l

opinions wore then by no means definitely
settled, nor wero they until nearly ten enrH
later Ho was dlssatlsiled with Curtesianlsni,
and In search of now light Whon ho was
ready with his matured system, whloh was

and t. and almod
at the reconciliation of religion and science,
ho spoke of Spinoza In a tone of polemle
opposition, though, to the last, he thought
highly enough of that philosopher's: pow-
ers to consider it not tho least or hn
own merits to have discovered the effectual
antidote tn SplnozlHin There Is now no doubt
that In 1070 ho was poweifullv attracted by
what ho knew ol Spinoza tubsoquontly liu
ehoso to represent his conversations with him
as having consisted of ordinary talk on publio
affairs, In the eourso of which ho said Spinoza
had told him somo pretty good stories As a
mnttorof fact. Leibnitz talked philosophy with
Spinoza, discussed the Cartesian proof of tho
existence of God and propounded nn amended
ono of his own. whli h did not, nt first, satUfy
Spinoza. Leibnitz then wrote down the proof,
nnd showed It In writing to Spinoza, who, ac-
cording to a note made by Leibnitz, himself,
finally admitted Its validity. This shows much
more than curiosity on Leibnitz's part. Thero
Is. Indeed, reason to think that the real object
ot LeibnlU'a stay In Holland was none other

than to make Hplnoza's acquaintance. Ills
friendly attitude toward Spinoza was un-
changed during tho next few years", though he
was natutally rescnod. both In public utter-aticosa-

In writing to persons loo orthodox
to be trusted with much svnipathv for no-

torious hotetles The subsequent reliction
against Splnozlsm. which started from dissat-
isfaction with Splnozii s rejection of tlnnl
causes, passed through u marked Platonic
Phase, nud then took an ArlMolclinti turn,
before tho doctrine of Monads was worked nut,
nbout tho end of 108."), belongs to tho history or
Leibnitz's philosophy rather than Spinoza's.

Splnoa hud now but llttlo moro ol life be-

fore him For many years ho had suffered
from consumption, to which hu had Inherited
n tendency, nnd tho disease had mado alarm-
ing progress, aggravated, perhaps, by his work
of glass polishing. On Sunday, Feb 2I.1U77.
when ho was not jet 45 years old. tho end
camo ulmost suddenly. Spinoza had sent to
Aniftordam for his friend and physician,
LowIh Mover; but on the Saturday ho spent
tho afternoon In talk with his hosts as usual
and on tho Sunday ho camo down again In tho '

morning and spoko with them IMoro they
went to tho Lutheran Church nt Tho Hague. '

Thoy wero so far from any Immediate nppre- -

honslon that thoy went out again in tho after- - !

noon, leaving him nlotiu with Meor. When
they enmo homo thoy found, to their
surprise that Spinoza was no longer alive.
Dr. Mojer. the only porsou who wsr with
him at tho last, returned forthwith to Amster-
dam. Ho is charged by Colorus with neglect
ofdutyand rnpaclty. or. In plain terms, with
tnnklng booty of a silver-handle- d knlfo nnd
tho loose money In tho room. Tlio author of
the book before us deems this so grossly

that ho disregards It. Colerus. nn
almost fanatical Luthoran. may not havo been
sorry to compensate himself for the admira-
tion which his natlvo honesty compelled
him to yield to Spinoza's character by giving
currency to n ploco of imlignnnt irossln
nbout ii friend of Spinoza's, known or
suspected to share Spinoza's opinions, nnd
who. ns a person only coming Incidentally
Into the story, had no particular claim to bo
treated with justlco. Credit must bo given to
Colorus. on tho other hand, for his down-rig- ht

contradiction of the tales concerning
Spinoza's deathbed, which wore olrculated.lt
seems, by persons who thought Itvvouldtend
to edification, to represent Spinoza ns the blus-
tering infidel of popular orthodox polemics
who Is Invnrlably assailed by doubt and

In his last moments, and as Invnrla-
bly strives to disguise them with feeble bra-vad- o.

Spinoza loft behind him but a scanty estate,
somo thirty or forty volumes, a few engravings,
tho tools of his trade and a certain numberof
finished lenses, which last, as we have said,
fctchod a good price; besides these, a modest
list of porsonal effects; In all. so llttlo more
than would cover debts and expenses that his
surviving sister, who nt first was disposed to
assort her rights, concluded that the Inher-
itance was not worth having. Spinoza, how-
ever, had one precious legacy to dispose of. tho
desk containing his letters nnd unpublished
works. A frlond of his had been charged to
convey this, after Spinoza's death, to a pub-
lisher at Amsterdam. Tho trust was faith-
fully oxecuted. and the Opera Posthuma ap-
peared In the course of the same twolvomonth.
but without tho author's full name. In the
follow Ing j car. the States of Holland and West
Frlesland. being satisfied that tho book en-
titled B. D.S. Opera Posthuma "labofactnted"
v arious essential articles of the faith, and " v II

ponded tho authority of miracles." expressed
"tho highest Indignation" nt tho disseminat-
ing thereof, declared it profano. ntheistic and
blasphemous, and forbado printing, selling and
dealing In it, on pain of their high displeas-
ure. Thoframersot this enactmont oarnod a
permanont reraembraneo for their words,
though not qulto as they desired. Instead of
their ordinance extinguishing Splnoza'aethlas.
tho book has preserved the memory of the or-
dinance.

Mr tredorick rollock proceeds to toll us
something of Spinoza's manner of dally life
and outward habits. 'I ho effect of the details
recounted by Colerus Is to show us a man who
was led to a retired lifo by choice and circum-
stance, not by ostentation; to an almost In-
credible frugality by reasons of health and
economy, not by ascetic pride; a man who
could bo and who was of good will
toward all sorts of men. but who would bo

on none. His living and diet were of
the simplest, his expenses amounting, some-
times, only to a few peuce for a whole day. Ho
kept down his exponses In this manner chiefly.
If Dot wholly, in ordor to keep them within his
means: just making both ends meot, as he
would say of himself, liko a snake with Its tall
In Its mouth. Ills means remained slender to
the last, bocause ho did not choose to live
on patronage, nnd the studies to which ho
devoted the best of his mind had even less
brond-winnln- g powor at that time than they
have now. It Is reported that Spinoza on hoar-Ingtha- ta

man who owed him two hundred
florins had becomo bankrupt, said with a
smile. "I must retrench my allovvanco to mnko
up for this llttlo matter: at this price, one buys
equanimity." Tho truth is that Spinoza lived
In a retirement which at times might be called
solitude: when absorbed In work he would
hardly loavo his chamber for many dnvs to-
gether; once ho did not leave his house for
three months. If on theso occasions, how-
ever, ho chose to be nlonc. It was not that ho
loved solltudo for Its own sake. He had none
of the prido and arrogance which fancies that
tho way to show superior kuowlodgo Is to dis-
dain the common intercourse of mankind.
There was no touch of philanthropy In the
retirement from tho world which ho now and
then Imposed upon himself. Besides keeping
up a not Inconsiderable correspondence. Spin-
oza visited and was v Islted by not a fow men ot
letters and learning. There wasa time, ns may
be gathered by (its own statement., when their
civilities loft him fow hours to call his own.
Spinoza was not a man to limit his convcrso to
scholars; he Knew how to win the esteem nnd
affection of the simple folk ot tho house-
hold iu which he dwelt. He talked freely
and familiarly with his hosts, the Van
der Spljcks. and would counsol their
children to good behavior and obedience.
Bold ns he was In speculatlvo thought
and detnehed In his own porson from all sects
and doctrlnos, Spinoza was no furious Icono-
clast In prlvnto life. Ho did not seek to mako
nominal prosolytes. who would have been uel-th-

the wiser nor tho happier tor their con-
version, and, when tho good woman of the
house attacked him with a point-blan- k ques-
tion as to tho sufficiency of her religion for
salvation, he answered that her religion was
good If It led her to a good life, and she had no
need to seek further.

v.
What Is tho relation of Spinoza to modern

thought? An answer to this question occupies
somo thirty pages of the present blogranhj
In tho opinion of Sir Frederick Pollock, we
should scarcely go beyond the truth in saying,
with Auerbnch, one of those who in our own
time havodono most to mako tho philosopher's
work better known, thnt Spinoza's mind has
fed tho thoughts of two centuries It Is true
that thorn has never been a Splnozist school. ns

'

there has been a ( nrteslan and a hantlst school
Tho strength of Splnozlsm U not In the system
considered as such, hut in Its method and habit
of life Hohtiln critics have attacked the

since It was niaile knowii, but, uveu
when thov are successful, tho spirit of the ss-te-

Illumes them Not only will thesplilt of
bplnozfsni not bo driven from philosophy, but
It works Its way Into regions whore formal
Philosophy Is unwelcomo or unknown,

nndpontrybecomoltsenrriept.j.iwnres. j

and our author deems It not r. laneitul to
trace Its presence oven - ti-- tine arts In
truth, tho history ot phllAnphy Is
interwoven with the genital ''. jry of .s..It'.ini

What :",outtopriof a copter devoted to tl.e n'jthat we are te to aij with reasc. .s. ,i
talnty h.it the God of iielioza Is no, rfe Is
free, but not exorcising eholoo; for all his
works are neoetaiy, and the law of their
necessity is the law of bis own being. Ills acts

. . . .
do not spring from doalgn: where' there li no
choice there can be no deliberation: ami a
being whloh embraces tho universe Is suffi-
cient to Itself. He is not a moral being in the
sense of having preferences; for, with respect
to God, all things nro perfect In their kind.
Even understanding nnd will cannot bo said to
belong to Ills nature. In short, the God of
Splnorn Is not the porsonnl God often said to
hu required by tho Innnto religious senti-
ment of men. Tho speculatlvo point of
his heterodoxy Is thnt he will not call
God exclusively or eminently a thinking
being. To sny that God Is a spirit Is.
in Splnozn's vluw, just as Inadequate and
mlslertdlngnstosay thnt mini is a spirit Man '

Is a thinking being, but ho Is also a eorporenl or
extended being: nnd thought Isonlyoiiu ofthe
incldont attributes of God Sir I'redorlck Pol-
lock would leave those to whom nanus are Im-
portant to settle ns best thoy can by what name
Spinoza's doctrine shall bo called. Most peoplo
call It pautlioism. There Is no objection to
this appellation, except thnt pantheism Is so
vnguo ntorm as to be npplhnblo to theories '

diametrically opposite In their bearing on tho
conduct ol life, and very widely different In
their purely philosophical foundation. For
example, tho Hindoo philosophers of tho ortho-
dox Brnhmauical school, are, In n general
way. pantheists, and nro commonly so named.
But they hold that all finite existence is nn
Illusion, nnd lifo mere vexation and mistake,
a blunder or sorry jest of tho Absolute, u view
which Christian schools dovoloplng Christian
Philosophy In a pantholstlo direction have
onco und again approached. Spinoza holds
nothing of the kind. Let us glnuco noxt at
Spinoza's ittternncos touching the particular
isolations on which the claims of Judaism
and Christianity aro made to stand. Ho seoms
to havo regarded revelations as tho
manifestations of a partlcu'ar kind of human
genius, tho disclosures of moral truths by an
Insight natural In its presence nnd operation,
but ocourrlng only In n few men. Apparently.
ho looked on Jesus us a mnn of transcendent
nnd unique moral genius, standing out above
Moses and tho prophots In somo such way as
Moses was conceived by the Jew Ish doctors to
stand abovo all other prophots. Spinoza did not
regard Jesus as otherwlso of a different mould
from mortal mon. Tho mysteries propounded
by Christian theologians appeared to him
scarcely to deserve express contradiction.
Thoy wero not so much untrue ns unintelligi-
ble. These opinions of Christ's office and char-
acter were, naturally, unacceptable, even to
moderately orthodox renders at tho time oftheir utterance. It Ib needless. Indeed, to di-
late on tho vyonderfully modern chnraeterofHplnoza's criticism: It speaks for itself. As re-
gards tho practical problem of religion consid-ered ut a guide of lire. Spi noa seems to maken distinction, as Pinto 'did. betwoen philoso-phers and the majority. For tho phllotophor.religion is acquiescence In the order ot nature,with the delight In knowledge thereby

and In living a righteous lifo attho bidding of reason. Questions about par-
ticular revolutions and supcrnaturil nnrratlvesare. for the ph lrophor. nothing else than his-
torical and critical .questions, of more or lossInterest In themselves, hut not affecting theconduct ot lire. God nnd the wor Id stand euro
for him without miracles or proprieties. Forthe majority, on the othor hand, religion isobedience to a revealed rule, a rule which can
ami ought to be reduced to tho simplest terms,
and almost pr entirely treed from require-
ments of belief In specific supernatural events.It Is pretty olear that Spinoza was not only
describing. what he deemed practicable for hisown time, but believed would be practicable
for all time.

VI.
With regard to the reception of Spinoza's

work by the larger world of Europenn thought,
tho present biographer considers It qulto pos-
sible to exaggerate tho neglect of It which pre-
vailed for about a century aftor his death.
Spinoza was reiected. but never forgotten, and
rejected not so much because his Ideas wore
wrongly apprehended aR because fow or his
readers were educated up to the point of toler-
ating them, Tho rojoctlon. howovor, was com-
plete. Spinoza was. for the time, thrown cenn
out of the stream of European speculation,
and philosophers In all countries went their
vvny without taking any serious account of
him. A variety of circumstances combined to
produce this result. First and most obvious
was the enmity of orthodox theologians of all
denominations In the second place, Spinoza
had also Incurred the hatred of tho philosophi-
cal party, which. Itself recently under the ban
of tho ehurches. had now won for iteelf a
rospectablo position, and In many seats of
learning was supreme. The Cartesians oould
nover forgive Spinoza for his Independence.
1o havo Improved or. Descartc9 and gone the
length of openly contradicting him was. In
their eyes, tho Worst heresy of all. Leibnitz
was certainly capable of understanding Spi-
noza, and he hud made, as wo havo seen, a
careful study of Spluoza's work He gradually
passed, however, from regarding Spinoza as a
possible master or ally to regarding him as a
dangerous enemy. The English philosophical
school grow up In perfect Indopendonce or
Spinoza's teaching. Locke, Berkeley and Hume
nil make somo little mention or Spinoza, but in
every caso it is so silgnt as to show that they
have never thought of him as a writer to be
seriously considered. Bayle. In his Dictionary,
gave to Spinoza n long nrtlolc which Is a curi-
ous mixture of anecdote, gossip nnd criticism.
Tho alleged affinities of Splnozism with
other ancient and modern systems. Including
Suflsm and Chinese Buddhism, are traced with
an enormous display of learning. Bplnoza Is
called an ntholst all through, and tho philoso-
phy of the Opera Posthuma is described as an
absurd and monstrous theory, contradicting

truths. Condlllao In 1740 treated
Spinoza as a dogmatic trlflor who deceived
himsolf with an unintelligible scholastic jar-
gon. Voltaire spoke ot Spinoza's person with
high respect, but. In tho criticism of his phil-
osophy, went. In tho main, with Boyle. There
Is pretty strong ovldenco that Montesquieu
hnd road the Opera Posthumii, but he never
onco mentions Spinoza by name. While

howovor. and tho encyclopaedist woro
still at the head of European thought,
and chose to take for granted that
Spinoza might bo left alone as an en-

thusiast who had the merit of being a
virtuous heretio and odious to orthodox
authorities, but philosophically was qulto
hopeless, a movemont had begun In Germany
which was to give him his true place. Sir
Frederick Pollock thinks that. If a date Is to bo
fixed for tho birth of modern Splnozism, It
must be Lesslng's conversation with Jacob! in
171--0 Many years before that time, however.
Lossing had been iu correspondence with
Moses Mendelssohn about Spluoza. and had
thoroughly assimilated tho hitter's Ideas. It Is
clear, nevertheless, that, while Lossing hnd
carefully studied Spinoza, and understood him
better than many later philosophers and crit-
ics, ho novor fully accepted Spinoza's thoory as
applicable to tho thoory of human nature
and tho conduct of life This appears
from tho Indications, unsjstemntlc ns they
nro, ot Leung's philosophical opinions. On
tho other hand, his Intolleetuul sym-
pathies worn all with Hpinozu, both as against
tho common orthodox denunciation of thnt
Phllosorher und ub against the
criticism of the g French school.
Scarcely had some ten or tvvulvo vcars elapsed
after LesslngV death when tho tone of

society with lesard to Splnoa
underwent a complete change. Kant. InJeod,
was unaffected by tho change, but fortioothe.
ns for Lecslng, Spinoza was a living and elo-
quent guide Goethe was not altogether

igieoiiieiitwithhlm, but hoHsrnl.
lad I, n fashioned and propagati d his ideas j

The Infliii iicii of Spmon nn his mind is ie.
'

mnttei of conjecture: it Is avowed by Goethe
htC" "elf. "if I had to imine the book,"
he wrote, "that of all I know agrees '

bostwltliwhatl know of nature, I should nuino
the I""jlc-- I hold more and more flimlyto '
wo-- i' Biiing God with this nthelt
and Sdly leave to ou and your allies ever)- -
t.ilin -- Dwhlchyvu n.vo.ns you needs must, i

then Vaf religion" He returned again and
Wiv j Spinoza for spiritual light nnd

. a'fib. and the Ethics continued to bo tho
join ".nloh of his old ago In manifold wnvs
tho filnca filled by Splno'a lu thought makes
Itso' known In Goethe's writings,

T work of tracing Spinoza's Influence i

dovXto the present time would need a vol-u-

Iteelf. Novalls. Bchleierraacher and
r
v1

i.

.

- ' r i1-

-- Heine are mentioned as among tho Gormnn
writers who, on dlvors occasions, havo cele-- I
brated Spinoza's memory. Heine, In particu-
lar, has givon to him somo ot his most charm-
ing pages. Auerbach, tho translator of Spi-

noza's works, stands In tho first rank ot Gor-
man novelists. At least one ot his books car-
ries on thn faco of It the purposed showing the
vnluo ot Spinoza's philosophy considered us u
worklnvlowof life. In philosophy, although
Knnt remained, ns wo have said, n stranger to
him. Splnozism was largely tnken up by tho
lattei's successors. It is evident that I'iehte
studied Spinoza and telt his power. Hegel
and Sehelllng both spoke of Spinoza with
high admiration. To bn n philosopher, said
Hegel, you must first bo n Spinozlst: If you
havo not Hplnozlsm, you have no philosophy nt
all When Sehelllng nnd Hegel, however, hnd
occasion. In expounding their own systems, to
show how much they hnd Improved on Bpl-

noza, they not only becamo critical, but their
criticism was hardly respectful. Nevertheless.
It was admitted by them that Bplnoza was tho
founder of modern philosophy, and this ac-

knowledgment has been ropcateet by tho gen-
eral voice of German criticism overslnce. Ono
school, it Is true, regards Spinoza with consid-
erably less fnvor. This Is tho school ot pes-
simism founded by Bchoponhauer. nnd con-
tinued by Hnrtm.inn. Schopenhauer could not
abide Bplnoza, first. It soems, for being n
Jow. and next, for being nn optimist: tho
charge of optimism being established by
the simple nssortion that "pautlioism Is.
essentially and necessarily, optimism. Ho
makes an cud of the Dutch philosopher in thieo
or four pages of dashing crltlc'sm, calls him an
unconscious mntorlallst, among other namo.
nnd goes out of his way to cast an unquotable
liieult on Hplnoza's race. Hartmann deals withHpluozamuch more soberly, neither vltuperatos
nor misrepresents him, and sometimes quotes
him with approval It Is not to be expected,
however, that thoso who find philosophical sat-
isfaction in posslmlsm should have much

Ou the part of German scientists
there Is a tendency to Increased appreciation of
Stilnoza Tim phslologlst Johannes Mtlller
has testified that It Is Imposslbln to give any hot-
ter nccotint of th passions and of their rela-
tions to one another than that which Spinoza
has set forth Even moro striking Is the like-
ness between Spinoza's results and those
reached ill our time by workers who. Ilko
vv undt nnd Hneckel in Germuny, and Taine in
Franco, have come to ps)cholnglcaj questions
through physiology, or taken the precaution of
Informing their .physiological judgment withcompetent Physiological Instruction. In Sir
Frederick Pollock's opinion It mny be sorely
affirmed that Spinoza tends more and moro to '
become the philosopher of men of science.

VII.
The rehabilitation of Spinoza In Germany was

yet now when Coleridge began to speak and
write of him In England. The present appre-
ciation ot Bplnoza In thn last named country
must be ascribed to Coleridge moro than to
any other ono man. What Coleridge thought
of Spinoza's importance as a philosopher
may bo gathered from a penciled note
made by him In a copy ot Schilling's philo-
sophical works: "I bolieve. In the depths of
my being, that the threo great works since
the Introduction of Christianity nre Bacon's
"Novum Organum,' Spinoza's 'Ethics' and
Kant's 'Crltlquo of the Pure Beason.'" Yet.
while Coleridge admired Spinoza, both Intel-
lectually and morally, he could not fully accept
his way of thinking. Crabb lloblnson tolls. In
his diary, of an Interview with Coleridge at
which the latter spoke of the Ethics' as a book
that was a gospel to him. explaining, at tho
same time, that ho thought Bplnoza's philoso-
phy false. "For a very long time, Indeed."
wrote Coleridge. " I could not reconcile person-
ality with Infinity: and mv head was with
Spinoza, though my whole heart remained with
Paul and John " At nnother time, according
to Crabb ltoblnson, ho said: "Spinoza's system
Imb been demonstrated to be false, but only by
that philosophy which has demonstrated tho
falsehood of all other philosophies. If his
philosophy had commenced with an if i In-
stead of an lam. Spinoza would be altogether
true." Thero Is no doubt that Colerldgo's fool-
ing about Spinoza was deep and constant, nnd
wo may be sure that, when he spoke of him to
Wordsworth, it was with earnestness and elo-
quence. The author of this biography considers
It not too fanciful to suppose that Coleridge's
expositions of Spinoza may have counted for
something In tho speculative strain thnt runs
through so much o' Wordsworth's works, nnd
thence, atone more remove, through tho study
nnd reverence of nHturo which most cultivated
persons now accept as a matter of course, but
which. In Wordsworth's time, was now. and.
to not a few of his critics, appeared ridiculous.
It is not hero asserted that Wordsworth was n
Spinozist, but merely that he may havo derived
from hlm.atsocond hand. his temper.
Whatever may havo boon thought of tho In-

fluence on Wordsworth of Coleridge's modified
Splnozism. It seems certain that Coleridge and
Wordsworth so transformed tho Intellectual at-
mosphere of England ns to mako It posslblo
that Spinoza should. In duo time, be stud-
ied with care and Intelligence even by
thoso who did not go with him In his conclus
ions. Noarly half a century, howover, passed
from the time when Coleridge was overheard
talking of tho mysterious "Spy Nozy" before
Splnozn was taken up In n serious way by Eng-
lish philosophical criticism. Among the first
to draw attention to hlra wore P. G. Manrice
and G. H. Lewes They naturally critlclsod
Spinoza's system on widely different grounds,
but thoy vied with each other In appreciating
his moral and Intellectual grandeur. Two
othor English writers. Matthew Arnold and
Froude. made brilliant contributions to their
countrymen's knowledge of the Dutch philoso-
pher.

In France the study of Spinoza was taken up
by the eclectic school of philosophical criticism
of which Victor Cousin was thochlef. Theten-denc- y

of tho school was hostile to 8plnozlsm.
as might havo been expected from a philosophy
which was. in effect, a revival of French

nnd was pioud ot Its ancestor. But
evonthen.it Splnozn met with but little sym- -

'

pathy, ho met with careful discussion. Sir
Frederick Pollock" regnrds the introduction to
Saisset's translation of his works ns tho best '

adverse criticism ot Spinoza extant. At n
Inter period Spinoza was handled by
Paul Jamet In a candid and impar- - i

tlal spirit, and by Kenan with delicate '

Insight nnd unrivalled eloquenco. Talne. who
stood nt the head ot tho French scientific
school, has given in his principal work. "Do
rintelllgence."n discussion of the relations of
mind nnd mattor which Is thoroughly In ac- -
eordanco with tho spirit of Spinoza's doctrines
It Is an Interesting faet thnt Flaubert, the
novelist, gavo honor to Spinoza bejond all
other phllosoi her His letters abound in ad- - '
miration of the Ethics ns the work of a realman. nnd no mere schoolman

The two hundredth anniversary of Spinoza's '

deitli.wh eh fell in Hi 7. was fitly commem-
orated iu Holland Kenan contributed a dls- -
course., nud Piof Land or Inden gavo aspceinl Iceturooii Spinoza's philosophy. Three
J oars later.ii bronze statue ot Spinoza was
unveiled nnd handed over to tho municipal au-
thorities of The Hague The site of the housewhnrn ho lodged has been Identified and thespot is now in irked by a tablet Inscribed witli
a shoit loeoril M YV II

t'nuulillslirit Letters of Dean Swift.
Iii tho latter part of 1K07 Mr CiEoneu: Bir.K-hec- k

IIili published in tho Allantir Vonthlu
ii number of letters written by Jonathan Swift
to his friend hiilght'cy fliPtnndv dunngtho
seventeen jears will h followed his appoint-
ment to the doaiierv of St Patllek's These
lutteis. with some additions, ami with volum-
inous notes, nte now piesented iu a volume h
the rredoilck Muko Company Thoux-Istenie-

i

thl im k sundeuce was known to
John lorster when he planned to write Swift s
lifo. but be died before reaching tho
date of tho tWft of the letters Ho
speaks of thom. however, In his prefuce ns

'

"tho richest addition to the correspondence
of this most masterly of English lotter w titers
slnco it was first collected " By the Dean's
unrlbir biographers nothing nppnn ntly was
known of Kmgh.loyChi twode's Intimacy with
Swift, noither Is this Irish Miulie mentioned In
the more reient lifo by Treik thetwodn's
name is found but once In the twentj-fou- r
volumes or Nlchuls's edition or hwlft's works.
He sprung from a family which, for some s.

had Its seat nenr Banbury, but ho him-
self settled In Ireland, near Portnrllngton,
Queen' count), about fifty miles southwest ot

--- --- ' ' ' '

: r--: z --....
Dublin, and built a liouso called Woodbrook W
the main fabrlo of which still stands. ' j

The earliest of tho letters uowflrst publish! 10
In book form was written less than two month
after Queen Anne's death had broken tin
whole Hchemo of Hwlft's life und sent him back
to Ireland n soured and querulous man l,who hnd been hnnd In glovo with great minis.
tors of Htuto was now to bo bullied bv Dublin- -

Archbishop nnd pelted by Its mob. "I lay sou A

a groat. Mr. Dean, I don't know vmi. ' said an "
Irishman to him utter his fall, with whom, It
tho dassot his prostorit', he had lived In trugreatest intimacy. "1 lay you n great, rur
lord. I don't know you." Swift retorted to thi
Mime man somo oars later when the whlrlt-gi- g

of tlmo had brought him his vengeance, an 1
Swift, usthonuthorofthe "Drapler Letters,'
had becomo tho favorite, If not of the Crown, at
nil events, of the Irish iooplo. Before tho
happier days camo ho had longed to shelter
hlmselr In obscurity. During thoBoven years
which followed tho accession of Georve I, hs
"continued," to uso his own words, "In thegreatest privaes'. This manner of life," he
added, "wan not taken up out of any sort ot
affection, but merely to avoid giving offence
nnd tor fenr of provoking party zeal " Hu
correspondence with Chotwode covers th
period of his downfall and dejection, and
also that ot his second elevation and
haughty pride. It covers, too. tho rapid
growth of the terrible malady which, more
than dlBupjiolntcd ambition, clouded hit
life. In tho midst of his moody discontent an Jsufferings he shows the "fidelity and frien-
dship" for which ho was praised by one who
know him wall His advice nud aid were, formany sears, at Chotwodo's service. Their
mendship was ot last dissolved In anger, but
Mr. Hill Is Inclined to think that the chief
blame for tho rupture did not lie at Swift'
door. It wns an ugly suspicion which parted
the two in the end. Thosqulroof Woodbrook
was a suspicious man. and Bwllt. on hU sldt,
was not an easy man to deal with.

In a letter dated October. 17L'4. there Is a ref-
erence to tho state of things at tho University
of Oxford which has lod the editor to compile
soma Interesting notes upon tho subject Swift
had pointed out that " tho discipline in Oxford
is more remiss than here." meaning In Trinity
College. Dublin, nnd ho estimates that at tha
latter Institution, "fifty pounds a sear will
entertain sour son a commoner, on which

will plnco him If sou Intend heehall
be good for something." In a subsequent

"lam utterly ngnfnst his being a
gentleman commoner on other regards beside
thooxpciiRo: audlbcllove fifty pounds a year
will maintnlii very well a creditable

Mr. Hill reminds us that at Ox-
ford, from the Ilestoratlon onward, discipline
kept sinking and sinking till It reached
Its lowest depth of degradation toward th
close of tho eighteenth contury. Swift, it I re-
ported, onco asked a young clorgyman If he
smoked. Being ausworod that he did not. "It
Is a sign," said Swift. " you were not bred lu
the University of Oxford, For drinking and
smoking are the first rudiments of learning
taught here. And in theso arts no uulverslty
in Europe can outdo thom." Nevertheless, in
his " Essay on Modern Education." ho says thnt.
though he "could add some hundred oxample
from his own observation of men who learnt
nothing more at Oxford than to drink ale and
smoko tobacco." there wero others who made
good uso of their time there, "and were ready
to celebrato and defend that course of educa-
tion." In his essay on tho "Fates of Clergy-
men." ho thus described the course of an Ox-
ford student who was destined to rlsohigh iu tho Church- - "He was neverabsent from prnscrs or lecture, noronce out ot his coljegn nrter Tom (the great
Uirist's Church, belli tolled. He spent everyday ten hours In his closet In rending hiscourses, dozing, slipping papers or darning hisstockings, w lilcli last he performed to admira-
tion. He could be. soberly drunk at tho ex-pense of others with college ale. and at thosseasons wnsnlwass most devout. He wore thnsnmo gown llvo years without draggling ortearing. He never once looked Into a play-Iioo- k

or a nocm He never understood a jestor had tho least cnnccptloti of wit." A. follow-shi- p

at Dublin differed, as Swift pointed out.
in some very important circumstances frommost of those In either of tho universities iuEngland. It Is obtained with great dlfflcnltyby reason of thn number of candidates, thestrict examination In many branches of learn-ing and tho regularity in life and manners."There wore, howovor. two sides to the pic-

ture. Hearhe. writlngat Oxtord nineteen roarsbefore tho date of Swift's letter, speaks 111 oftbi Irish university: "Tho library of Trlnitrto'lege in Dublin, whoro the noble studr ofHlshop Usher was p'aced. Is quite neglected
and In no order, ro thnt 'tis perfectly useless:tho provost nnd follows of that college have noregard for books and learning." Toward th
end pf last century the library of Trinity.Dublin, was only opened "from 8tol0tnthsmorning and from 11 to 1 at noon." while "noperson wns suffored. under any pretence totako books avvas " On holidays It wns closed.In Christ's Church. Oxford, the disci-pline does not seem to havo been

under Dean Aldrich. who died In 1710.
Henrno tells us that ho (Aldrich) rose tn
5 p clock prayers In tho morning, summer andwinter, and visited the chambers of young
gentlemen, on purpose to soo that they em-
ployed their time In useful and commendable
studies H was u severe student himself, yet
nlwas s free, open nnd facetious." On the otherhand. lord Chesterfield writing to Dr. Madden
in i4ii about the University of Dublin, said

Ourtwo universities will do you no hurt, un-
less by their example; for I cannot believe thattheir present reputntlonn will Invito peoplo In
Ireland to send their sons there. The one(Cambridge) Is sunk Into tho lowest obscurity:
nnd the existence or Oxford would not be known
if if, were not for tho treasonable spiritpublicly avowed nnd often exerted theie. ThoUniversity of Dublin has this great advantnge
overoiirs It is one compact body under thenvennd uuthorlty of onn head, who, II he be a
good fine, can enforce order nnd discipline, and
establish the publio exercises ns he thinksproper." About n do.en years later there
Rooms to havo been n change. It. L Edgnwnrth.
who In 1)01 entered Trinity College. Dublin,
as a fePow commoner. Hays that "It was nottho fashion In thoso days to plaguo fellow
commoners with lectures " He mentions his

total neglect of studs'." nnd adds, " my fatheiprudently removed mo rrom Dublin to Oxford.Having entered Corpus Chnstl College. I ap-
plied assiduously not only to my studies underno excellent tutor. Mr ltiiRsell. hut also to theperusal of the best English writers, both inprose nnd verso," Uussell wns father or the
Masterof tlief liarterhouo. whom Thackoruy
ha celebrated in Pondeiinis.

When Swift writes about n "gentleman
commoner." 'he ;is applying to Dublin the term
writh which lie had become ramillnr during his
short residence in Oxford. The follow
moner and pensioner of Dublin corresponded
tn the gentleman commoner awl commoner of
the English university, though in Worcester

ollege. Oxford, the term "fellow commoner"was used The gentlemen commonors whose
showy gowns wereoften seen In Oxford during
the fifties nrn now as extinct us tho dodo So
latelvnslK'nthes still numberedone hundred
nnd fifty It nppoars that, even now. "In Dub-
lin nnv one who chooses to spend his money
foolishly enn be a fel'ow commuter. He sitsnt tho fellow a' table, and is distinguished
liy some points ol college costume. Abovo
him in rank Is thn son of a peer " It
was as n gentleman commoner that Gibbon,
about thirty vcars nfter thn date ot Swift s
letter, entered Magdalen College. Oxford He
dined with the fellows and was privileged to
share In their "dull and deep potations?" and
to join In their conversation, as it stagnated In
ii round of collego business. Tory politics, per
soiinl anecdotes, and private seindal A'
Christ's Church. Oxford, in 1700, "theoxpensn
of a commoner keeping tho best company was
near '.' a sear: that ol n gentleman com-
moner nt least r.'.eO Mother colleges a com
moner could havo lived in decent comlort nn
JCHNI '

In one of tho latest of these letters Swift te'ls
his friend, I hetwode "I do not understandvour son's fancy of leaving thn unlverslts t i
study law under n lonelier I doubt not lie is Iwearyof his studios nnd wants to bn In a new
scene; I h' nrd of n fellow some vear ago wl i Ifollowed that practice of reading law, but r
bellevo It was tolads wholind rieverbneu.it iuniversity I nm ignorant of those schemes
(Hid vou, must advise with some who area
iiualiitedwllh tlieni I only know the old roor getting some good learning In a unlversit
nnd. when soutig men are well grounded. Hi "
going to the Inns ol Court ' 1 he editor im
a si'ppeineiit.irs remark on tho utnKUtjoi i
.'A. ' ' ", ',,,,,r to n Vmng C'orgsnmn

"li it a violent tun there l among too mm
vvcnk people against unlvethtts education' liu
flrmlv assure I that the whole eivls mado up
t'S thoso nlin wore either never senttoacolege 1. 1. tlumigii tluir Irregulnritlns milstupidlts. never made the least Improvement
while the) were there " The students of Deb
lln I ntviirslty he thus mentions in n letter 'oPope "sou are as much known here is in
I nglnnd, and tho unlverslts 'ads will crowd 1

to kiss Hie hem of vour garments " Wherever 1

voung Chctwnde studied English tnw in 17'.7, I

be would have Imd to learn law l.n'in 1
four years longer Latin was to remain tho I

I'ingiinge of the records In the In cour's
Jilackstone In his Coinniontiui. slghsovertlm ichange that wns made when, hs act of Parlia-
ment, English alone was to hu thenceforth Used
'The common people" he said, " were ns Ig-

norant In mutters of law as befoie. win iclerks and attorneys were now found who
could not understand the old records Owing,
moreover, to the verbosity of English, more Awords wore used In legal documents, to tbegreat Incruaso ot the oot," m


